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The most curious coincidences between Indian and Christian legend are afforded by the stories and representations of the birth and infancy of Krishna, These have been elaborately discussed by Weber in a well-known monograph1. Krishna is represented with his mother, much as the infant Christ with the Madonna; he is born in a stable2, and other well-known incidents such as the appearance of a star are reproduced. Two things strike us in these resemblances. Firstly, they are not found in the usual literary version of the Indian legend3, and it is therefore probable that they represent an independent and borrowed story: secondly, they are almost entirely concerned with the mythological aspects of Christianity. Many Christians would admit that the adoration of the Virgin and Child is unscriptural and borrowed from the worship of pagan goddesses who were represented as holding their divine offspring in their arms. If this is admitted, it is possible that Devakl and her son may be a replica not of the Madonna but of a pagan prototype. But there is no difficulty in admitting that Christian legends and Christian art may have entered northern India from Bactria and Persia, and have found a home in Muttra. Only it does not follow from this that any penetrating influence transformed Hindu thought and is responsible for Krishna's divinity, for the idea of bhakti, or for the theology of the Bha-gavad-gita. The borrowed features in the Krishna story are superficial and also late. They do not occur in the MahSJbharata and the earliest authority cited by Weber is HemSdri, a writer of the thirteenth century. Allowing that what he describes may have existed several centuries before his own date, we have still no ground for tracing the main ideas of Vaishnavism to Christianity and the later vagaries of Krishnaism are precisely the aspects of Indian religion which most outrage Christian sentiment.
One edition of the Bhavishya Purana contains a summary
1  Krishnajanmashtami, Memoirs of Academy of Berlin, 1867.
2  In spite of making enquiry I have never seen or heard of these representations of a stable myself. As Senart points out (LlgenA^ p. 336) all the personages who play a part in Krishna's early life are shown in these tableaux in one group, but this does not imply that shepherds and their flocks are supposed to be present at his birth.
3  Though the ordinary legend does not say that Krishna was born in a stable yet it does associate him with cattle.